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LONG TERM COMPLICATIONS OF ATRIAL FIBRILLATION

Death

Stroke

Hospitalization

LV Dysfunction/CHF
(Tachycardiomyopathy)

Cognitive Decline

Costly Disease US $ 2000-14,200/€ 450-300

≈ 30% of all strokes

10 – 40% of AF are Hospitalized every year

QoL, independent of CVS condition

Mortality(SCD/HF/Stroke)

Vascular dementia 
(Even in anticoagulated)

Quality of Life

≈ 30% of all AF Patient
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STROKE

Odds : 5- fold higher in patients with AF

Serious Disability

Mortality
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AF in Coronary Artery disease

Common consequence of Acute Coronary Syndrome

4-fold higher risk for death in MI

AF occurring < 1 month after Infarction-Higher risk for death
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AF in Patients with Chronic Kidney Disease

CKD :  Risk for AF & Stroke 
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Risk Factors & Prognosis
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AF Increases mortality in patients with VT

Sci Rep, Nature 2019



LONG TERM COMPLICATIONS OF ATRIAL FIBRILLATION

AF following Cardiac & Non-Cardiac Surgery

Incidence: 
20-40%(Cardiac Surgery)

4-20% Non-Cardiac Surgery

? Long-term Anticoagulation

5-year survival (with or without Anticoagulation)



Am Heart J, 2015



AF: Long term Prognosis

Poorer as compared to Non - AF

Stroke / CHF/ Impaired QoL

Therapy at times worse than disease

‘Prevention better than Cure’, Most apt for AF
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